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Dec. 20: According to Elizardo Sanchez Santa Cruz, president of the Human Rights and National
Reconciliation Committee (CCDHRN), two civilian police officers arrested Indamiro Restano,
president of a dissident organization known as Harmony. Sanchez and Restano are leaders of the
Concertacion Democratica Cubana (CDC), an umbrella organization of dissident groups. Dec. 31:
Sanchez told reporters that police arrested four members of the Humanitarian Women's Movement
(Movimiento Femenino Humanitario Cubano-MFHC): MFHC secretary general and CDC leader
Bienvenidos Cucalo Santana, Joel Duenas, Arturo Canica, and Miguel Granda. According to
Sanchez, the MFHC focuses on the situation of political prisoners. President Fidel Castro's
government has repeatedly accused the US Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) of using human rights
groups for subversive activities. Jan 13: The Brussels-based International Confederation of Free
Trade Unions urged the Cuban government to immediately release labor leader Rafael Gutierrez,
arrested by police on Jan. 12. In a statement, the Confederation said it feared "the Cuban regime,
faced by the growing support for free trade unions and increased social discontent, may be planning
a widespread crackdown on union and human rights activists." Jan. 15: According to a spokesperson
for the illegal Cuban Human Rights Committee (CCDH, also known as the Cuban Pro-Human
Rights Committee-CCPDH), CCDH and CDC leaders Gustavo and Sebastian Arcos Bergnes, and
Jesus Yanes Pelletier were arrested by police the previous evening, and taken to the State Security
center. Jan. 16: Authorities released Gustavo Arcos and Jesus Yanez Pelletier. According to police,
there were no charges brought against them although they were given a warning about their
activities. Sebastian Arcos remains in detention. (Sources: Associated Press, 01/03/92, 01/13/92;
Agence France- Presse, 12/21/92, 01/03/92, 01/15/92, 01/16/92; Spanish news service EFE, 01/03/92,
01/16/92, 01/17/92)
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